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THREE UNIVERSITY STUDENTS TO SPEAK local + ht + cs 
IN BICENTENNIAL YOUTH DEBATES FEB. 19-20 
MISSOULA--
Three students from the University of Montana, Missoula, will be speaking in the 
North Central United States section of the Bicentennial Youth Debates (BYD) at Eastern 
Montana College in Billings on Thursday and Friday, Feb. 19-20. 
William B. Anderson, Anaconda, will be in the persuasive speech event, "The American 
Frontier: Crucible of Our National Character''; Francis W. Mitchell, Great Falls, will 
compete in the Lincoln-Douglas debate, ''Resolved: That urbanization has lowered the 
quality of American life11 ; and Thomas M. Melton, Missoula, will represent UM in the 
extemporaneous speaking event, "The Sprawling City. 11 
The three UM students will be competing on the EMC campus against speakers from 
colleges and universities from North and South Dakota, Wyoming and Montana. Winners of the 
event, 
sectional competition go on to a regional/ to be held in Chicago, and then to a national 
conference in Washington, D.C. in the spring. 
"Congressmen and members of big business will be among the judges of the higher level 
events," Buford Crites, assistant professor of interpersonal communication and BYD 
coordinator at UM, said. 
BYD, a Bicentennial speech program endorsed by the u.s. Congress, is funded by the 
National Endowment for the Humanities and is project of the Speech Communication 
Association. High school and col lege-level division competitions are held throughout the 
u.s. 
Anderson, 22, is son of Mr. and Mrs. Orville J. Anderson, Anaconda. He is a senior 
in journalism at UM. Mitchell, 18, is son of Mr. and Mrs. Fergus G. Mitchell Jr., 
Great Falls. He is a freshman in business administration and newly elected member of 
Central Board, the UM student body government. Melton, 18, is son of Mr. and Mrs. 
William Melton, Missoula. He is a freshman in education. 
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